
ACCEPT THE CHALLENGE ——  
HELP DEVELOP YOUNG TEXAS ARTISTS!

SPEAKING FROM EXPERIENCE . . .
MICHAEL MAYES — From Cut and Shoot, Texas to the world opera stage, Michael Mayes knows what it takes. As our 
2022 Guest of Honor, he performed on-stage — and at the Bach, Beethoven & Barbecue gala — to standing ovations and 
also shared challenges facing young classical musicians: “It takes a lot of support to embark on the classical music theater 
route. Organizations like this make it possible for many folks who may not otherwise have the chance to pursue that life, and I 
was one of those people. Once they leave college, all the voice or instrument lessons and coachings are no longer ‘free.’ To fly 
across the country, get hotel or motel rooms to take auditions in New York, San Francisco, Berlin, London — that’s on the artist. 
It’s through support from organizations like this and all of you that a young artist can do that without having three or four jobs, 
spending more time to earn money at menial jobs than in the practice room.”

JADE SIMMONS — Acclaimed concert pianist, brand development specialist and transformational leadership lecturer, 
also directs the YTA Career Development Program with first-hand knowledge of what emerging artists need: “Most 
schools and other music competitions do not offer career development to the extent of the YTA model. We focus more on 
a business mindset – training young artists to think more like business owners than free-lance artists. In addition to the YTA 
Competition’s cash awards, performance prizes and post-event coaching for Finalists, the Career Development Program can help  
young artists become a more compelling product, create a distinctive artistic brand, be open to possibilities based on goals, and 
stay grounded by addressing widely prevalent mental and physical wellness issues. We want to serve emerging artists in a more 
holistic manner, offering career development as a free service to YTA alumni and other young Texas artists starting out.“

YTA CAREER DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM —— Immediate Goals
Career Development Seminar (Fall 2022) (note informational video—youngtexasartists.com/careerdevelopment)
 • Jade Simmons, Host and a workshop speaker
 • Free to young Texas artists in performing and creative arts, college age or early careers 
 •  High-level workshops by prominent professionals in financial management, auditions & bookings, artist branding & 

promotion, wellness and more
 • In-person and/or selected streaming platforms

Paid Performance Appearances & Exposure for YTA Alumni (Fall 2022) 
 • 2022 medalist to perform with Texas Medical Center Orchestra
 • 2022 medalists/other alumni to star in YTA donor appreciation event, Classics at the Glade 
 • Alumni stories in YTA newsletter, publicity and social media 

Awards at the Young Texas Artists Music Competition (Spring 2023) 
 • Cash Awards – maintain 2022 increase to $40,000
 • Performance Prizes − add important Texas opportunities
 • Professional Coaching – one-on-one sessions for Finalists
 • Professional Photos – for artist promotion 

                                                         Please make a gift or pledge today!

Michael Mayes, international opera star and 2002 YTA Gold 
Medalist, with YTA President/CEO Susie Pokorski and winners of 

the 37th Annual Young Texas Artists Music Competition.


